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Dear friend of Royal Far West,

First of all, I hope you are keeping safe and 
well during these very difficult times.

Secondly, I’m pleased to share this latest 
newsletter with you, as we continue plans 
for the development of our site on South 
Steyne.

Many of you may know that the mantle of 
leadership of this incredible organisation 
passed from Lindsay Cane AM tome in July 
this year, and I’m delighted to report that 
Lindsay is remaining with us, focusing her 
formidable talent, passion for our mission 
and energy towards our redevelopment 
through her role as Royal Far West’s Project 
Director and Client Representative.

I have been the Business Director at Royal 
Far West for five years, and I am incredibly 
honoured that our Board has entrusted me 
with the privilege of leading this unique 
organisation as we enter an exciting new 
chapter.

Our new integrated health and wellbeing 
space will help secure our future in a highly 
responsible way, enabling us to grow so that 
we can support new generations of country 
children, as well as be a vibrant and valued 
addition to the Manly community.

Everything we do is guided by our mission 
of improving the health and wellbeing of 
children in rural and remote communities, 
giving them the support they need to thrive.

As our friends, neighbours and partners, 
I invite you to register for our next 
community information session on 19 
August (see details within) and continue 
to share this journey with us.
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Best Regards, 
Jacqueline Emery 
CEO, Royal Far West



WHY ARE WE 
DEVELOPING OUR 
SITE?
Royal Far West exists to support 
children’s health, countrywide and 
the need for our services has never 
been greater.

Children living in rural and remote 
regions of Australia are five times 
more likely to have developmental 
health challenges than children 
living in major cities. The growing 
prevalence of behavioural 
challenges, mental ill health, 
intellectual disability, speech and 
language delays, coupled with a 
gross inequity of health care services 
between city and country, is driving 
unrelenting demand.

In the last decade, the number 
of people we support has grown 
tenfold, and in the next decade we 
anticipate more growth as we start 
to see the compounding impact of 
chronic drought, bushfires, floods 
and COVID-19.

The redevelopment of our site is 
the key to enable us to sustainably 
grow our services to help many 
more country kids and families.

As we approach our first 100 years 
of service, our aim is to create a 
health and wellbeing environment 
that allows us to support both 
current and future generations of 
country kids.



The Campus
We’re excited to share an 

updated illustration of our vision 
for the new Campus with you!

KEEP UP 
TO DATE

OUR VISION

We’re committed to delivering a 
new standard of healthcare for the 
ever-growing number of country 
kids who cannot access the 
developmental and mental health 
services they need locally.

At the same time, we’re looking 
forward to the opportunity to 
contribute to the rejuvenation of 
our beach side site through the 
creation of a vibrant health and 
wellbeing space that is inclusive, 
open, and innovative.

Our aim is to deliver a mix of 
health, business and lifestyle 

related functions and services on 
our site that the whole community 
can enjoy. 

We’ve engaged two of Australia’s 
most respected and decorated 
architects – Glenn Murcutt AO 
and Angelo Candalepas – both of 
whom will ensure the new Royal 
Far West redevelopment becomes 
a beacon for smart, contemporary 
residential and commercial design 
that respects its surroundings 
and its proximity to the world-
renowned Manly Beach.

“I am excited to continue 
working for RFW in my new 
role as Project Director of 
our Manly redevelopment, 
to amplify the impact of 
the charity, future-proof the 
sustainability of RFW and 
provide new amenity to the 
local Manly community.”

Lindsay Cane, AM 
Project Director and Client 
Representative for RFW 
Redevelopment

Our website will be updated regularly as the 
project progresses, so make sure to check 
back frequently to see what’s happening at 
https://rfwcampus.com.au/



Have a question?  Want to know more?  
Register for our Community Information Session! 

Latest news 
from Royal Far West 

Visit rfwcampus.com.au

HEAR ABOUT 
LUCAS' STORY

Meet Lucas*, who lives on a farm in a remote area 
of NSW with his mum, dad and three siblings. 
Lucas started school last year with a number of 
undiagnosed health challenges and just wasn't 
reaching the same milestones as his peers.

Erin, Lucas’ mum, knew Lucas needed help, but 
there were no local services and she didn’t know 
where to turn. Without help, Lucas was likely to 
fall further behind at school. Thankfully Lucas was 
referred to our Paediatric Developmental Program in 
Manly, where he was able to receive comprehensive 

As a result of community feedback, Royal 
Far West has been inspired to make 
improvements to our approved plan. Please 
come along to our upcoming Community 
Information Session to understand the 
recommended changes.

- Changes to the approved building 
envelopes, including building layout, 
heights and setbacks

-  Demolition of the rear of Drummond 
House and replacement with a new Royal 
Far West client accommodation building

-  Conversion of the approved hotel and 
commercial use building to a residential 
and commercial use building

-  Changes to the ground floor retail fronting 
South Steyne, including addition of 
pedestrian connections to a new publicly 
accessible courtyard

-  Extension of the basement car park

-  Increasing the total number of residential 
apartments from 46 to 58

The modification application and 
accompanying documents will be on 
exhibition on the Department of Planning 
website from Tuesday 3 August 2021 until 
Monday 30 August 2021.

Join our virtual Community Information 
Session at 6:30pm on Thursday 19 August, 
where representatives from Royal Far West 
and the project team will outline the changes 
and answer any questions you may have.

Please register via the redevelopment 
website

COMMUNITY 
INFORMATION 
SESSION –  
19 AUGUST

assessments and therapy from multiple paediatric 
clinicians over one week – a one-stop shop of expert 
help.

Through the generous support of our donors and 
supporters, thousands of country children like Lucas 
are able to access the care they need from our multi-
disciplinary team of clinicians. We deliver services 
at our Centre for Country Kids, virtually via Telecare 
and in rural and remote communities, meaning no 
distance is too far to help Australia's country kids 
towards a brighter future.


